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Effect of myostatin knockout on skeletal muscle growth in mice
Luo Ting, Liu Jun, Zhou Yunfei, Wei Nuoyan, Chen Ji’ an ( Department of Health Education, College of Preventive
Military Medicine, Third Military Medical University, Chongging, 400038, China)

[ Abstract | Objective To construct a myostatin ( MSTN) knockout mice, determine the effect of the
gene knockout on the skeletal muscle growth in lactating mice, and investigate the relative mechanism.
Methods The Cre-loxp system was used to generate Mstn knockout mice ( Mstn~™’~ mice), and then the
genotype of the offspring was identified by PCR. The weight of body and leg skeletal muscles of Mstn ™~ mice
were compared with those of the wild-type mice. The sizes of leg skeletal muscle fibers were tested in the
Mstn ™"~ and wild-type mice by immunofluorescence assay. The mRNA expression levels of Atrogin-1 and
MuRF-1 were detected by qPCR. Results The results of PCR showed that the genotype of the offspring of
Mstn™"~ mice was in accordance with MSTN-loxP*'* MCK-Cre*’~. Compared with the wild-type mice, the
body weight Mstn ="~ mice were significantly heavier on the 7th and 21st days (P <0.05) , and the weight and
sizes of leg skeletal muscle fibers were also bigger (P <0.01). Besides, the mRNA levels of Atrogin-1 and
MuRF-1 of were significantly decreased after knocking out of Msin (P < 0.01). Conclusion A Msin
knockout mice model is successfully constructed. Mstn ™"~ mice have thickening skeletal muscle fibers, higher
weight of leg skeletal muscle and significantly increased body weight, which may be mediated by down-
regulation of ubiquitin ligase Atrogin-I and MuRF-1I.
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WL A= KA 3R (Myostatin , MSTN ) 344 A= K704k
K- 8 ( growth differentiation factor 8 ,GDF8) , J& F#41k
A KA F B (transforming growth factor-B, TGF-B) #H 5K
R, 1997 4 MSTN 3 YK ¥ Mcpherron 257 %
M, B FEAEE AU A, 15 UL 1% 15 58 A0 53
1, EEHILLE R — A HEE AR B
FERIN : R MSTN JEPR 8 MSTN [ 8K 98745 25 3 B
FLAW (B AR5 ) B B L 4 15 2, LA
MOAE R, 3 B BUIL” R A, H ATA K & ¢ T B4R
MSTN R 3h W A5, BUAE MSTN 0I5 51 ) 1) 14 ot
UL TR, WLEF s Rl Y PEOX R
AT REALHIAE T i ik MSTN JEH & S804 LR IR 1
MyoD 1 Pax3 {43 35 5 98 L K L 28 4 AH G 2k A
Atrogin-1 ,MuRF-1 1 ERK1/2 W) &%k FVH, Dmifd LT
AR i AR TR /N . AR R, B A W 5T 19 AN IR TR
AL AW I MSTN B 1 2 &8 L & B xF i
05534 g 5 3R AT — s Wi AR T, 5 LA 25 46
JE VAIDS |0 7 38 45 JJL A AR S6 B i AT 560
I, 9T MSTN 5B By fig S R4 LA B T
) i LA A K 7 R DG Y s 5 AL g LG LA
AHOCPI 2 BT TRYT RIS A AEH B EE A IR 5 o
H AT, ) FH A o 5 D R S B AR 98 MSTIN &P Zh g i)
RIETR 2, (3 F 202 A R BEIE . AR5 88
Cre-loxP £ A #4) g MSTN K& B 7 5% /> BB A4, BF 5%
MSTN 5k PR 53 % 0y 2L 1A 4y By a8 JUL A Y s i, -
WP AR H A SCHLH, oI5 Sk AT MSTN K 1) T hE
R R 5

1 M5

1.1 #ARR

MSTN-loxP *” =l MCK-Cre *"~ 3 X {1 b 5
230 A AL S B YR A BR A W] A SE [E Jackson lab 1y
3K, B 5430 012685 F1 006405, & T 7 4 KL [
SR JE PR 1 DL Jackson lab [y A 49 (http ://jaxmice.
jax. org/strain/012685. html, http.//jaxmice. jax. org/
strain/006405. html)
1.2 F23K5)

DNA $2 G & 3 26 [F KAPA 24 w] 5 00 4% 5l
F &M B H 4 TaKaRa /2y #] ; SYBR Mix \ TRIzol 4 H 2&
Life Technologies 7\ 7] ; Laminin /& H 3% [F Sigma
A5 B T A BRA W6 A 28 IS AR
I B DU AR ) TR PR W) 5 S oo g
A & -Br e Alexa Fluor 488 Ht 2 A IR W H 3 =
RAPHARGEIEIT ;s M R R BT 5B S W B b s
AEMHARERRA ],

1.3 LRI MSTN & B Sk SR 4

JULIR Hf MSTN 55 PR 85 /) BRURSE TR (14 ey ek aot 782 1 4]
1 Fin. B TA SR 2R 5 B 5 R OR B 1AL
MSTN-loxP FE A FUETE MSTN FEH A+ 3 W sl A
loxP J5 5z ; MCK-Cre J P [ MCK (—Ff UL IR 4 5
VB SS , PR Ckmm) /9 )5 8l 1 Cre #HIE , 5a b
/NG AR F, T MCK JAEB g LA =5,
RIIE, R B A LA i Cre BEUSBE S 301, M\ & 5
Cre X loxP (1) Y] B A, 4 7 1 i B B 8% WL 40 A 9
MSTN J:[H ., Bl 1 B Jg/R T MSTN 3£ H @b/ R 5;
FH i #E . MSTN-loxP* " * /NEL 5 MCK-Cre *7 ™ /)N Bl 24
A2 f5%) MSTN-loxP *7 "MCK - Cre """ /N, FHIZHE A
RIS MSTN-loxP 7 /N R R 24 58 WU A5 1T E 345
FLH T MSTN- loxP *7 * MCK-Cre ™’ ™ RS20 /N o
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A:AARAARRGHELR FFB;B.MSTN A FH sk
RegzF a2 oK% loxP, & &R % Cre

E1 A MSTN EESRERKREREENET RER

1.4 AREAEZ

PRAEAL R (1) /N ERCER AT AL AR I 5 (2) BT BN
FUBEL 0.5 ~1.0 cm; (3) DNA $2H¢ )2 PCR: #% i8 KAPA
HS Mouse Genotyping Kit 1Bl 43 #E 178 4F . 256 it A
2| 4335 MSTN-LoxP( _|-{i#:5'-GCTGCAAACCATCCA-
TTCTAA-3", F i: 5'-TCAATCGTTCATCCTAACAGG-
3",300 bp) .MCK-Cre ( [ i%:5'-ACAAAAGGTTTTGC-
CCTCCT-3', F ii#: 5'-ACAAAAGGTTTTGCCCTCCT-3',
650 bp) DA K 92 IPC( F i :5'- CAAATGTTGCTTGT-
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CTGGTG-3', T ii#: 5'-GTCAGTCGAGTGCACAGTTT-3’,
200 bp) . PCR JZJii: KAPA Mix 12.5 uL. FFi#5194%
1.25 pL F£5 DNA 1 L i ddH,0 £ SRR 25 ul,
FE A 95 °C HiAE 1 3 min,95 °C A5 15 5,60 C
B 15 s, 72 CHEAH 10 s, 31 35 AN, 72 C ZEfif
10 min, 4 CLREE; (4) HLUK : AR5 F Uk 4570 1 /N BT
HER
LS DRARRELS BRBILLZ N

TEFRFE AL (55 0.7 .14 .21 K) 73 5l 2 B A=
RUF MSTN B[R R R4/ BRI AR BT 3, JFF A7 LU 17
21 d By sk B/ BB 5 A  Sk L JHE B LA IR B i
UL, R &, JF I 6 R R, A HUILA 540 5 5
HRENRME, BN LA B
1.6 KA RT-qPCR # ] J& v9 3k L Atrogin-1 ,MuRF-1

kik

{17 TRIzol 4@ /I BB PO Sk LS RNA, JHRZ R
B R I AL a2 A RNA & B vk B2, D (260) /
D(280) 7E1.8 ~2.0 B HEFEA ¥ mRNA [ % 5%
A ¢DNA , RT-qPCR #:i LA 2545 & F ££ A (muscle at-
rophy F-box, MAFbx, Atrogin-1) ( I Ji#: 5'-GCAAA-
CACTGCCACATTCTCTC-3’, | ii#: 5'-CTTGAGGGGA-
AAGTGAGACG-3",93 bp) WLAFIRFE I 1 ( muscle
ringfinger-1 , MuRF-1) ( 3.5’ -GCTGGTGGAAAACAT-
CATTGACAT-3', T ii#: 5'- CATCGGGTGGCTGCCTTT-
3,76 bp) BFEIE, W %44:95 C 5 min,95 C 10 s,
60 °C 30 s, 4 40 AMEFF, LA B-actin( _[-{if:5'- GTGC-
TATGTTGCTCTAGACTTCG-3', T ii#: 5'-ATGCCACAG-
GATTCCATACC-3",174 bp) H NS, K 27 22 B4
X, AT 2 NEAL, TR 3 WA E.
1.7 % 3 0 Ak UAF S B AR

Sr B 21 d A AE RUFD MSTN SE PR B 41/ B
SIUHEE FA AL FE , 8158 BT B, FBR - 5Y T3 25 % B 2%
EaBEARILPA , BB DY Sk LR &, 10% i 2K Sh Ak [ €, £
PRI RE S wm JERAED) R U G )B4 B S 2R AT
Pl B 92 °C 15 min, PBS IEUEfS ] 5% 4 1ML iF H &
FEA 15 min, B #5355, A —$T Laminin (54,
e 1:200) 4 CHFE 7, PBS vk 5 — 3T Alexa
Fluor 488 (#ife, e )F 1:300) 37 CHFH 1 h, k)5 PBS
RIS PUHO IR B R, AR T BXST %5 i
BN AL WSS A o Tmage J 1. 41 BB
KT 4R B AR
1.8 %Kit ot

Lk x =5 7 s 2K ] Origin 8. 0 i FAEE], SPSS
19.0 GEiHH A EATBCE 70 5 25 18] B BCR FH M A S7 4
A K, P <0.05 & h 2 A et s o

2 HRE5HM

2.1 LR MSTN 35 B ik s Ao %2

WLIA H MSTN 35 PR 4 S P ml B BRL 1) 22 3R Ry
MSTN-loxP** MCK-Cre *"~ , % E 4N 1 fif 7, # PCR
FEPIAL 300 bp 4%, U6 HH KL P A MSTN-loxP*/* | HJ
loxP 4fi & (& A Hr 25417 5) 545 PCR 4 3 300 bp
F1363 bp &%, 150 B JL A Bk MSTN-loxP*~ | BJJ loxP
AT (B A HZa 2.3.6.7) ;%7 PCR 2t 31
363 bp 4577, Ui WL K 78 ol MSTN-loxP ™~ | i Jhy /=
RUNELCEL A 2kt 1.4) o [ 3, 2% PCR 3§73
650 bp %71, B A MCK-Cre (8] B H1 2577 b.c.d,
e.g), ez, W R B A RI/INER (8] B 2% af)
I, #7 PCR 934 B R PN loxP 4l & % &4 MCK-
Cre W) 32 7R H: oy MSTN 3 PR g B /s B, 6 R 28U Oy
MSTN-loxP*’* MCK-Cre "'~

1 2 3 4 5 6 17

300 bp
=363 bp

®

<200 bp
<650 bp

®
AcloxP AR AREZ 1 4: 5 AH(WT);2.3.6.7:loxP &
&7 (MSTN-loxP ™'~ ) ;5 loxP 6 & A ( MSTN-loxP*™"* ) ;
B:Cre ABA%E  M:600 bp DNA 4% /f;a f: 5 4 A
(WT) ;b.c.d.e.g:MCK-Cre "~

2 PCRESEALA S MSTN E R S HARREER

2.2 Bl MSTN & B b/ Rk R 269 % vk
fFRESEE R )E , or AAE AR B S (A2 0
7.14 21 d) XFEF A TS BR2H (WT) Al MSTN J [ i B
2 (KO ) WLEEFR i, MSTN H& PR i b 41 /N BOMA H A= 5
1 RIFIR AT T B AL, 658 7 .21 K MSTN F:H
R SR LA R A . T R, 2 R A SR E L
(P<0.05,[83) . FRBIEBE MSTN fii/)N Aot 5 g %
B .
2.3 Bt MSTN W 5t SUB BUR = 6977
S A X BRZH (WT) A E, MSTN 35 R i [ 41
(KO ) 588 a3k AL JHE R AL B iy UL %) o o B 8 34
2R B E (P <0.01, 8 4A) , Hp 5l 5
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JEH K R e IS, KO 4 Bl 30 i pu =k L L BE Bz AL 12
BaillR RS ES T W4, EEREASIT ¥R
X (P<0.01,K 4B) .

21 mwrg a

1ok OKo#

Jiﬂﬂ

A E] (¢/d)

a:P<0.05,5 WT 401k
3 MSTN ERHRURBR/MRSEHERNR

FRAR T (g)
&~ o o

[\S)

(=]

ERKERETL
0.08 ¢ W WT 4
0.07+ a O KO 4
a
ﬂ |
FREDY Sk L TR L R RTL @
0.006( W4
a OKO 41
0.005
2 0.004 .
RS
a0
E 0.003
=
= 0.002f a
0.001 ﬂ
1 1

0 1
WPV IV ATk B

A:WT 284 KO ZEA23R LAY JT 8 )22 ;B WT 284= KO 28 /2
HFMAFE, NS BREREFRLEHRITHIE a:P<
0.01,5 WT a3t ; MW LK 2 TL: BB K
E4 MSTN ERFFRERKR/NRSEFERNR
BEFBALA BRE T

2.4 Bk MSTN H B sf s SVLEF 4 K 8 %o
A T (40 x ) WLEE LY Sk L A7 355 90 Fr
(E 5A .B),% Laminin Y0 )5, JE 2% [ MSTN J& A fik
R/ (KO) JILEF4E-5 5 A2 7/ SR (WT) A B, LT 2
T HOHL AU Image J 1. 41 BB/ BUILER 2
BRI, MILEF 200 A (18] SC) A B, 5 WT HAR L,

KO 2 LAYt 551 W 0 ) A I B, 27 R i AR i L
LR L 3G 22 KO 2 LET ZE it A T AR (B AR WT
SHIEK T 149.18% , R HA B T2 X[ (1 535.46 +
411.67) pm’ vs (616.22 £179.09) pm*, P <0.017],
TR MSTN 2 i /Iy BB % WLEF 4 S 25 35 0 (L
HEXR) o

100 pm 100 wm

WWT 4]
O KO 41

WAL 531 (%)

L,

0 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000 2200 2400
FUET 4 R AR R () ©
A:WT 248;B: KO 48;C. W25 H
B S5 G®ERNEWERER MSTN EE /R ALF 4
KN

2.5 FiMh MSTN 3B 5y VLR A8 K AR B R4 09 % vm

qPCR & Atrogin-1 #1 MuRF-1 33k, & ¥ MSTN
FE AR (KO) 1) Atrogin-1 F1 MuRF-1 335 i %1
TAHIRLL, 2 A GG L (W) [ (1.00 £0.05) v
(0.30 £0.04) .(1.01 £0.15) vs (0.31 £0.07),P <
0.01], Atrogin-1 Fl MuRF-1 1))@ T 17 Z 5 11 & 20 ,
BTG AR A B S A OC R O BT, R,
R MSTN J /N AR BT 34, J5U R AT B 5 Atrogin-1
F MuRF-1 1) mRNA 7K1 35T I8 DT A2 8 LA 23
f AR AT K

3 i

R DR G B A S X s PR R A T i sl TS 1Y) —
BB W IR B AR ) T RE R — D E 2T
RO B W R R A6 B AR N I L S0
o HATH TR 5L PR 9 B H R A Cre-loxP 85 41 [ilf 5
4t FEEE H LR B ( zine finger nuclease ,ZFN) (25%;
SIS TS RE DR T RN W B BR it ( transcription activator
like effector nuclease , TALEN) 1 %% £ /3 8] B 4 [8] SC
T & 7 % ( clustered regularly interspaced short palin-
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dromic repeats/ CRISPR-Associated Proteins, CRISPR)
BOREE A ur T 5% 2 K 3y iy # g 1 e ) Iz Y 0
Cre-loxP T 255" . Cre-LoxP T 41 i & 55 A0 45
Cre FZLFEEAI S LoxP 57 p57 A4 32 R 9 A 2L )80 4, L
P Cre FALEH 1 SN W M HES Y 34 bp K/)N LoxP
FEA SR 5K WA 3 2Z 180 B 05 40 N B3k, 366 B A% ) 2
AR A %) 3 PRS2 35 51 0 T BB 22 38 DA 1T 38 2] gl R 2k
P E R o ABFSOR S| JERY MSTN-loxP ™/~ /)N R
FH A 52 0 8152 (4 5 12 49 31 3% ] B S MSTN-loxP ™"
MCK-Cre ™"~ f/INE, I HE T MSTN J5 R m Bk i
INERBERY R N — 2 iR S N T e ST s T —
RI-FH

MSTN VEK TGF-B i G WL 51 Z — , X T8 i L
KB ZREREZ, XKD, MSTN &K )6k
23O B VL A A3 5E A S Ak B4 AR I 2K FE B
W) b FHLH I AR 2 S S AR L
A BB S A KR P 8 P v i
ARG 8 i, 38 B SR 1 S AIG . ) R R A e AR Ry
I R, A B ol T R R R R MSTIV S
O &N & ™ WK & A —F A AR T
Bto Guo T %" BESE KM, #kR MSTN /N RALA &
SR R A R, R R AT fE S Mstn ™7 /N
AR 3RS R USRS I G, 5 EiRBESR
GEIL 3 AWK /N MSTN BL 8 Bk 5 , oAk ot
PR, R fe e G 4 R R R R MSTN 23 i/
B BT 2 B 5 3 K. BeAh, e T AL R AL S /N R
PERM B C R, FRATIT 5T A B0, 5 B A= B/ NERURE |, MSTN
DR 53 s A ) RS I o % B LT ok 2 3
HA G222 5, 10wl B 28 A 2 m A 1k 31 /N BRUAE L
TR TG T2 25 7 (CRARBHR R S | Ul B AR
MSTN Ji , MEREPT R PR/ RIS AAAE LA 2B, i,
SCHUE SRS I A DX A3 RS BRUIEE 31

MSTN H 376 N ILRRALL, 65 3 Mg 11 2
AN T G5 A BRI TGF-B KA E. &1L
MSTN 7] 540 | ) activin [T A B2 {& ( ActR-TT A)
5 ActR- I B 454, 38 15 558 A0 A, DA T %
RS GEAT R . MSTN 2 5 5 {5 5l i 8 A =
45— 4508 Smad 12, MSTN 5 ActR-1IB 4545 )5,
534 Smad B R L Smad7 5 HAHEE 5 I % A 4 i
¥, T il A= LA 5 B 7 MRF 0% A% 53 4 MyoD |
Myf5 %5 2R3k, JE 40 6 LA M ) o fb. 56 5% &
PI3K/Akt/Foxo & 1%, MSTN W] i 52 &4 IGF-1 1
PI3K (136 M, NI AKT B Al /b, Sk AU Sk ]
F-(Foxo) ik B, I/ T B3 12 0§ MuRF-1
H1 Atrogin-1 W FRIEIEIN, (EWLEREE 16 s, 5 =

Z%J& MAPK i&4%, MSTN n] 43538 i INK/P38MAPK/
ERK, , i #2140 HAZ , 400 il JUL PR 14 A A 5 i 1R 1) 3
ko 734h, MSTN i GE I ¥ WL Ig 20 2L 2540 5 D) i
MSTN 2R 7 50 1y v LI A B A= U /s, L T AR e Dt
IR A D AT A 4 M 1) % B BAIG, 25 5 3 s L
WHL

R T #2005 MSTN ik 580/ BUE- B LEF 2
B AR o AR Ak 1 EAARAIL ], AW 58 R B gPCR 3546
T LA AR S SE R [ 363k, B MSTN Rk 4/ R A
7 E VARG Atrogin-1 F1 MuRF-1 mRNA ({3235 7K T4
YA /N B SRR, A3 BRI T 70% F169% ., 1 H%
WL o A A T B e AR 7 X B 1 R BRI
TR R (R Af AT 3 FhaRAe I AR -2 A AR &
7 2R AR RSO - 3 AR, 25
LR - AR RGN MuRF-1 F Atrogin-1
2% Aki/Foxo {5538 J& (1 JH 5 . 0 MSTN 347 J5 nl 1)
il PI3K 3% ¥ DL & Akt 19 B B2 fb, M 3% 0
Foxo'” ™, AHFFOIG /N MSTN Fil 5 , i T 7l REAR
BT MSTN X PI3K 5 ¥ (3P, fE F T Ak (¥ 5 iR
b, T T Foxo TGP, F80Z 2 i 15§ MuRF-1
i Atrogin-1 33K T W, I & 5 80E A M.
U, R /INER MSTN 25 S BUNRE B AR 4ESE R, 1R T
RN, MeAh, Zhe X S5 BESER B, BR R MSTN
RS T KRB BN g BoE 2, DA 4Er, =
FLWLPR g o S 98 55 o Rl B A AL 32 2 A T
1f] s —J7 ], MSTN 553 i 2 ek B L XT JUL PR 3 A= A O 2
PR3 A, DT £ S0 0 B i UL A s LA R K 5
F3—J7 11, MSTN & PR Bl B 200 2% 18 s L 1A o 260k 1
DNA Ji /b (5 LA A R0 0 555 , 15T S LT T B
Amthor 252 BFFE 2 B MSTN 5878 /N R B SR LT 2
Ewaarie: ) IR EVIINATE o NN 6 B E SR DI
VLR 5 &7 sk a8, WLPA ) s o

T RATEAG ARSI Pax7 Myf5 MyoD %5/
USSR 7 LA & Smad F1 PI3K/AKT {35 53 #% 1
FEIRNE O, BE MSTN 3 R B3 5 /1N BRL 1 S Lk 7
SR DI RE M AR LL, DAE B VR AT M ik MSTN )5 5
N B LA 1A S BLH

ZE L PTIR , ARG FI A Cre-loxP RGERLIIMGEE T
MSTN 5 PR i 53 1) /N BRB TR, 5 & Bl B MISTN A iy
FLIL R B LEF 2R, O e, AL o] R
1Z R IE B MuRF-1 F1 Atrogin-1 WA N A %, %
WS RN T — LA MSTN DR s 42 41—
RAFHT-G , Wk gt — 058 MSTN 4% & 8% L
AR EARNLRAT T T 3
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